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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 4307 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, PINS, NU 

SUBJECT: COMMENTS OF MAJOR SOMOZA 

SUMMARY: MAJOR "TACHITO" SOMOZA IS UPBEAT ON GN'S ABILITY 
TO HANDLE CURRENT GUERRILLA OPERATIONS BUT INDICATES GN IS HAVING 
TO STEP UP ITS OPERATIONS AND IS RUNNING INTO SHORTAGES 
OF AMMUNITION AND RATIONS. A REQUEST FROM THE GN FOR US C-RATIONS 
MAY BE EXPECTED. END SUMMARY. 

1 . MAJOR "TACHITO" SOMOZA IN CONVERSATION WITH US MILITARY 
PERSONNEL STATES THAT THE FSLN OFFENSIVE WHICH BEGAN SEPT. 9 
HAS TAKEN THE LIVES OF TEN OF HIS INFANTRY TRAINING SCHOOL 
PERSONNEL AND THAT THIRTY HAVE BEEN WOUNDED. THE MILITARY 
HOSPITAL IS FULLY AND SO HE HAS CONVERTED A TRAINING SCHOOL 
CLASSROOM INTO AN INFIRMARY FOR THE AMBULATORY WOUNDED. 
NEVERTHELESS, MAJ. SOMOZA SAYS GN MORALE IS EXTREMELY HIGH AND GN 
SOLIDARITY HAS BEEN ENHANCED BY COMBAT ACTION. 
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2. MAJ. SOMOZA INDICATED THAT THE GN IS RAPIDLY EXHAUSTING ITS 
AMMUNITION AND SAYS THEY HAVE FOUND OTHER CENTRAL AMERICAN 
COUNTRIES WHICH CAN SUPPLY ADDITIONAL AMMUNITION. HE ASSERTED 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF COSTA RICA IS SUPPLYING THE FSLN AND THEY 
HAVE EVIDENCE BASED ON INTERCEPTED LETTERS OF CUBAN INVOLVEMENT. 
HE INDICATED THAT HE IS SHORT ON C-RATIONS TO SUPPLY HIS REACTION 
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FORCES AND WOULD BE URGENTLY REQUESTING 3,000 CASES FROM THE U.S. 

3. SOMOZA ALSO INDICATED THAT THE GN HAS BEGUN TO USE M-79 GRENADE 
LAUNCHERS AND RECOILLESS RIFLES WHICH THEY HAD PREVIOUSLY AVOIDED 
IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE CASUALTIES. 

4. APPARENTLY BECAUSE OF THE CURRENT SITUATION, MAJ. SOMOZA 
INDICATED HE IS WITHDRAWING OFFICERS UNDER HIS COMMAND FROM THE 
SCHOOL OF THE AMERICAS IN PANAMA AND WONT BE SENDING OTHERS 
CURRENTLY SCHEDULED TO TRAVEL. 

5. ON THE CURRENT SITUATION, SOMOZA INDICATED THE GN EXPECTS 
THE OFFENSIVE TO LAST THROUGH SEPTEMBER 13, 1.E., UNTIL START 

OF NATIONAL HOLIDAYS SEPTEMBER 14. HE SAID THEY HAD ADVANCE WARNING 
OF TODAY'S ATTACK ACCROSS THE SOUTHERN BORDER. 

SOLAUN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY PERSONNEL, NATIONAL GUARD, MILITARY ASSISTANCE, MILITARY PLANS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 sep 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MANAGU04307 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780371-0555 
Format: TEL 
From: MANAGUA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780977/aaaaclrh.tel 

Line Count: 78 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 58da5b52-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 5 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1469917 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: COMMENTS OF MAJOR SOMOZA SUMMARY: MAJOR YTACHITOV SOMOZA IS UPBEAT ON GNYS ABILITY TO HANDLE CURRENT 
GUERRILLA OPERATIONS BUT INDICAT 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, PINS, MASS, MOPS, NU, FSLN, (SAMOZA PORTACARRERO, ANASTASIO), (SAMOZA, TACHITO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/58da5b52-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



